12TH JUNE 2022

KEY HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE EAC SECRETARY GENERAL's OFFICE

African countries urged to prioritise infrastructure
development to promote intra-continental trade.
Regional Armed Forces Field Training Exercise affirms EAC’S
commitment to strengthening Peace & Security.
42nd Ordinary Meeting of the EAC Council of Ministers kicks
off in Arusha.

AFRICAN COUNTRIES URGED TO PRIORITISE
INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT TO PROMOTE
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AFRICAN COUNTRIES URGED TO PRIORITISE
INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT TO PROMOTE
INTRA-CONTINENTAL TRADE.

Speaking at the event, EAC Secretary General The Secretary General singled out factors why
Hon. (Dr.) Peter Mathuki said that with a market intra-Africa trade is low including differences in
of around 1.3 billion consumers and a GDP of trade
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the Other constraints according to Dr. Mathuki were

implementation of AfCFTA, trade facilitation customs, administrative and technical barriers,
measures will cut red tape, reduce tariffs, simplify limited productive capacity, lack of factors of
customs procedures, boost intra-African trade, market integration, and inadequate focus on
and build a foundation for long-term sustainable internal market issues.
development in Africa
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Dr. Mathuki noted that Africa is one of the He noted that the efforts to address binding
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economies;
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trade in goods and services accounts for an AfCFTA and AU’s Boosting Intra-African Trade
estimated 3% of global exports and imports on (BIAT) action plan.
average.
“The share of Intra African trade remains low: on “If well-resourced and fast-tracked, these two
average, 13% for intra-imports and 20% for intra initiatives
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growth,

exports, while Extra African trade accounts for industrialisation and development across Africa,”
more than 80% of the total trade," he added.

added Hon Mathuki.

2ND COORDINATION MEETING OF THE RECS
- IN PICTURES

REGIONAL ARMED FORCES FIELD TRAINING
EXERCISE AFFIRMS EAC’S COMMITMENT TO
STRENGTHENING PEACE & SECURITY

The EAC Partner States have re-affirmed their The exercise was held in accordance with the
commitment to equip their Armed Forces, police EAC Defence Sector calendar of activities and
and security stakeholders with training on peace under
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2022”.
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at enhancing Partner States’ Defence Forces’ contingents except the region’s new member
capabilities in jointly combatting complex security DRC, with General Celestin Mbala Munsense,
challenges faced in the region.

Chief of General Staff of the Armed Forces.

Speaking, at the closing ceremony of the exercise, The objectives of the Field Training Exercise was
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noted that the region continues to be faced with Partner States’ Defence Forces and other key
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42ND ORDINARY MEETING OF THE EAC COUNCIL OF
MINISTERS TAKES PLACE.

The 42nd Ordinary Meeting of the East African The Meeting is also set to consider the report of
Community (EAC) Council of Ministers kicked off the Audit Commission on Audited Financial
taking place via hybrid means at the EAC Statements of the Community for the Financial

Year ended 30th June, 2021.

headquarters in Arusha, Tanzania.
The senior offiicials session called the meeting to
order on Wednesday 8th June, 2022 , with the
ministerial session set to take place at a later
date.

The appointment of New Members to the EAC
Audit and Risk Committee, is also another
agenda on the list

Among the items on the agenda were the The Council of Ministers is the policy-making
considerations of various reports including those Organ of the Community. The Council consists of
on: the Implementation of Previous Decisions of the Ministers responsible for EAC Affairs and/or

of each Partner State and
the Council; Office of the Secretary General; Regional Cooperation
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of the
Partner State as each
Planning and Infrastructure, and; Productive and such other Ministers

Partner State shall determine.

Social Sectors.
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Other matters to be considered are: Political The Council promotes, monitors and keeps under
Matters;

Customs

and

Trade;

Finance

and constant review the implementation of the

Administration Matters; and Reports of other EAC programmes of the Community and ensures the
Organs, namely the East African Legislative proper functioning of the regional bloc. Updates
Assembly, East African Court of Justice.

on the report will be done on the subsequent
edition.

COURTESY CALLS
On the sidelines of the 2nd Coordination Meeting of the CEOs of Regional Economic Communities,
several leaders paid a courtesy call on EAC Secretary General, Dr. Peter Mathuki.

Left: AfCFTA Secretary General H.E. Wamkele Mene, Tanzania Minister for Foreign Affairs Amb. Liberata
Mulamula and EAC Secretary General Dr. Peter Mathuki.

Left: Africa Business Council President, Dr. Amany Asfour
Right: East African Business Council Chairman, Mr. Nicholas Nesbitt

Southern African Customs Union (SACU) Executive Secretary, Paulina Mbala Elago and (Right) COMESA
Assistant Secretary-General, Amb. Dr. Kipyego Cheluget

PICTORIALS

EAC Secretary General Dr.lPeter Mathuki accompanied by EALA Speaker Rt.Hon Martin Ngoga
and EALA members Uganda Chapter paid a courtesy visit on the Madhvani Group, in Uganda.

EAC officials pose for a photo after a consultative meeting with TradeMark East Africa Council Member
Tim Spaans at EAC HQ.

EAC Secretary General, EALA Speaker and Kenya's Cabinet Secretary, Ministry of Defence, Eugene
Wamalwa during the 12th EAC Armed Forces Field Training Exercise. (Right) Senior officials- 42nd
Ordinary Meeting of the East African Community (EAC) Council of Ministers .
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Private sector wants EA to harmonise rules of origin
AfCFTA: Border hurdles dampen free trade deal expectations
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